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Legal enlightenment as a factor in the development of civil society

Abstract: This article examines legal enlightenment as an important factor in the develop-
ment of civil society. The study analyzes the relationship between legal culture, legal consciousness
and citizen participation in public governance. Special attention is given to the role of legal literacy
in strengthening democratic institutions and ensuring the rule of law. The article emphasizes that
legal enlightenment contributes to the formation of active and responsible citizens. It concludes that
improving legal culture is essential for sustainable democratic development.
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Legal enlightenment has traditionally been regarded as an auxiliary element of state legal pol-
icy. Meanwhile, in the context of the transformation of public authority and the increasing complex-
ity of social relations, it acquires a system-forming significance. An insufficient level of citizens’
legal culture directly affects the quality of rights implementation, the effectiveness of institutions,
and the sustainability of civil society.

Modern societies face a paradox: the regulatory framework is constantly expanding, enshrin-
ing a broad range of rights and freedoms, yet the actual realization of these rights remains limited.
The reason lies not only in institutional failures, but also in the lack of knowledge, skills, and trust.
Formally fixed guarantees do not function without a subject capable of consciously using them [1,
p. 621].

Legal enlightenment becomes a factor linking norm and practice. It ensures the translation of
abstract legal constructions into the everyday behavior of citizens. It is precisely in this context that
the question arises: can legal enlightenment act as an independent factor in the development of civil
society rather than merely its accompanying element?

The research problem is determined by the need to rethink the role of legal enlightenment
within the system of public governance. In the conditions of digitalization, increasing social mobili-
ty, and political polarization, the formation of legal consciousness acquires a strategic character.

Objectives and Significance of the Study

The purpose of this article is to substantiate the position that legal enlightenment constitutes a
key factor in the development of civil society, influencing institutional stability, the level of trust,
and the degree of citizen participation in public life.

To achieve this goal, the following tasks are proposed:

— to reveal the essence of legal enlightenment as a socio-legal phenomenon;

— to determine its connection with the category of civil society;
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— to analyze the mechanisms of influence of legal enlightenment on public institutions;

— to examine examples and practical aspects of the implementation of relevant programs;

— to formulate conclusions regarding its strategic significance.

The significance of the study lies in the attempt to provide a systemic analysis of the problem,
going beyond a formal listing of educational initiatives. The research is aimed at identifying struc-
tural links between legal culture, citizen participation, and the stability of democratic institutions.

1. The Concept and Essence of Legal Enlightenment

Legal enlightenment represents purposeful activity aimed at forming citizens’ knowledge of
law, understanding of legal mechanisms, and skills in their application. Unlike legal education,
which is oriented toward professionals, enlightenment is addressed to broad segments of the popula-
tion.

Its content includes informing citizens about their rights and duties, mechanisms for their pro-
tection, principles of functioning of state bodies, as well as the development of legal thinking. The
latter component is especially important, since knowledge of a norm without understanding its
meaning does not form stable legal consciousness [1, p.305].

Legal enlightenment has an interdisciplinary character. It relies on jurisprudence, sociology,
psychology, and pedagogical technologies. Its task is not merely to transmit information, but to
form an attitude toward law-abiding and responsible behavior.

It is necessary to distinguish between legal information and legal enlightenment. Information
is limited to the transmission of data, whereas enlightenment presupposes the internal assimilation
of legal values. It is precisely this value-oriented aspect that allows it to be considered a factor in
the development of civil society.

2. Civil Society: Theoretical Foundations

The category of civil society has a complex history of development. In classical philosophy,
beginning with the works of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, it was regarded as the sphere of pri-
vate interests and associations distinct from the state [2, p.20].

In modern interpretation, civil society is understood as a set of institutions and relations inde-
pendent from the state, ensuring citizens’ self-organization. These include public associations, pro-
fessional unions, charitable foundations, and initiative groups.

The key features of civil society are autonomy, horizontal connections, and the capacity for
collective action. However, its existence is impossible without a certain level of legal culture. A
subject who is legally illiterate is incapable of effectively participating in public life.

Thus, legal enlightenment appears not as an external element in relation to civil society, but as
an internal condition for its functioning. It forms a competent participant in social processes.

3. Legal Culture as the Basis of Participation

Legal culture reflects the degree to which society has assimilated the values of law and the
level of respect for legal norms. It manifests itself in lawful behavior, trust in the judicial system,
and readiness to defend one’s rights.

Without legal culture, civil society becomes formal. Associations may exist, but they lack real
influence. The absence of knowledge regarding court procedures, the submission of collective peti-
tions, or participation in public hearings reduces the potential for civic activity.

Freedom of information in the Republic of Azerbaijan is enshrined in legislation. According
to Article 50 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, everyone has the right to legally
seek, receive, transmit, produce, and disseminate any information [7]. The formation of citizens’
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legal consciousness and access to knowledge about their rights are key conditions for the effective
functioning of a rule-of-law state. In the educational sphere, this task is fixed in the Law “On Edu-
cation” (2009), where fostering respect for the law and forming civic responsibility are identified
among the goals of educational activity [8]. Thus, enlightenment, including legal enlightenment, in
Azerbaijan is institutionally fixed and systematically implemented as a mechanism for forming an
active citizen.

Legal enlightenment contributes to the formation of sustainable participation skills. It explains
how public decisions can be influenced within the framework of the law. This is where its institu-
tional significance is manifested.

4. Mechanisms of Influence of Legal Enlightenment

The influence of legal enlightenment is carried out through several channels.

First, educational programs in schools and universities. They lay the foundation of knowledge
about constitutional principles, human rights, and protection mechanisms. Early socialization forms
respect for law as a value.

Second, the activities of state bodies and ombudsmen in informing citizens. Public reports,
explanatory campaigns, and hotlines create an accessible environment for obtaining legal assistance
[4, 5]. It is extremely important that state bodies cooperate with citizens in this sphere, as such ac-
tivity increases public trust in government.

Third, the work of non-governmental organizations. NGOs conduct seminars, provide consul-
tations to socially vulnerable groups, and promote the development of legal literacy at the local lev-
el. Their contribution is particularly noticeable in regions with limited access to legal assistance.

Finally, digital platforms and online courses expand the audience. Electronic services for
submitting applications and open databases of normative acts make law more transparent.

5. International Standards and Practice

International organizations emphasize the importance of legal enlightenment as an element of
democratic development. The United Nations, in its documents, points to the need to improve legal
literacy for the realization of human rights [3, 4].

The Council of Europe also regards legal education as a tool for strengthening democracy and
the rule of law. The recommendations of the Committee of Ministers are aimed at integrating hu-
man rights into educational programs [5].

In a number of states, legal enlightenment has become part of national strategies. Programs
for the development of legal culture provide for inter-agency cooperation and long-term funding.

6. Connection with the Principles of Good Governance

The concept of good governance presupposes transparency, accountability, and citizen partic-
ipation. These principles are impossible without an understanding of legal mechanisms.

If citizens are unaware of decision-making procedures, they are incapable of controlling au-
thority. Legal enlightenment forms skills in analyzing normative acts, participating in public discus-
sions, and applying to courts [8].

Thus, it strengthens the accountability of public authorities. An informed society places high-
er demands on the quality of governance.

Although the concept of “good governance” is far from flawless [9], it should be noted that
the absence of a universally accepted definition is to some extent compensated by the presence of
the principles and conditions that describe it and on which such governance is based in any society
[10].
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7. Practical Examples and Effects

Practice shows that in regions with active legal enlightenment programs, the number of appli-
cations to courts and public authorities increases. This indicates not a rise in conflicts, but an in-
crease in trust in legal mechanisms.

Moreover, legal literacy reduces the level of everyday offenses. Citizens become aware of the
consequences of their actions and choose lawful means of dispute resolution.

The effect is also evident in the economic sphere. Entrepreneurs possessing basic legal
knowledge violate regulatory requirements less frequently and participate more actively in public
discussions of draft normative acts.

8. Problems of Implementation

Despite its obvious significance, legal enlightenment faces a number of difficulties.

The first problem is formalism. Programs are often limited to lectures without a practical
component. The absence of interactive methods reduces learning effectiveness.

The second problem is unequal access. Residents of rural areas and socially vulnerable groups
receive less information. This creates an imbalance in the level of legal culture.

The third problem is connected with the digital divide. Online resources expand opportunities
but require technical infrastructure and skills.

9. Prospects for Development

A promising direction is the integration of legal enlightenment into the sustainable develop-
ment strategy. It should be regarded as an investment in social capital.

Coordination of efforts between the state, educational institutions, and NGOs is necessary.
Practice-oriented forms of training should be developed: simulation of court proceedings, participa-
tion in public consultations, and legal clinics.

Special attention should be paid to digital tools. The creation of interactive platforms and mo-
bile applications simplifies access to legal information.

Conclusion

The analysis conducted allows us to conclude that legal enlightenment is an independent and
significant factor in the development of civil society. It forms legal culture, ensures the implementa-
tion of good governance principles, and contributes to strengthening trust in institutions.

Legal enlightenment cannot be regarded as an auxiliary function of the state. It serves as an
instrument for forming an active citizen capable of participating in public life and defending his or
her rights.

Based on the above, the development of civil society is directly linked to the level of legal
culture. Investments in enlightenment are investments in the sustainability of democratic institutions
and social stability.
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Hiiquqi maariflondirmanin vatandas comiyyatinin inkisafinda rolu

Xiilasa: Mogqgalodo hiiquqi maariflondirma vatondas comiyyetinin inkisafinin miihiim
amillorindon biri kimi nozordon kegirilir. Todqiqat ¢orcivasinds hiiquqi madaniyyat, hiiquqi siiur vo
votondaglarin publik idarsetms sisteminds istiraki arasindaki garsiligh olage tohlil olunur. Xiisusi
digget hiiquqi savadliligin demokratik institutlarin méhkomlondirilmasi vo hiiququn aliliyinin tomin
edilmasindo oynadigi rola yonoldilir. Qeyd olunur ki, hiiquqi maariflondirms foal vo mosuliyyatli
votondaslarin formalasmasina miihiim tohfs verir. Natica etibarilo hiiquqi madoniyyatin inkisafinin
davamli demokratik inkisafin tomin olunmasi baximindan xiisusi shomiyyat kasb etdiyi gqonastino
golinir.

Agar sozlar: hiiquqi maariflondirma, votondas comiyyati, hiiquq madoniyyati, hiiquq stiuru,
ictimai 1idaroetmo, yaxsi idaroetmo, hiiququn aliliyi, demokratik institutlar, votondas istiraki,
institusional sabitlik, hiiquqi savadliliq, dayaniqli inkisaf, sosial capital.
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IIpaBoBoe npocBenienne Kak (paKTop pa3BUTHS IPAKAAHCKOr0 00IECTBA

AHHOTauusi: PaccmaTtpuBaeTcs NpaBOBO€ MPOCBEIIEHUE KaK BaXKHBIA (PAKTOp pa3BUTHSA
rpakJaHCKOro oOmiecTBa. AHAIM3UPYETCs CBA3b MPABOBOM KYJIbTYpbI, IPABOCO3HAHUS U YUaCTHUS
rpaxJaH B CUCTeMe MyOJu4HOro ymnpasieHus. Ocoboe BHUMaHHUE yJIENSeTCsl poJi MPaBOBOM Ipa-
MOTHOCTHU B YKPEIUICHUH JIEMOKpPATHYECKHX UHCTUTYTOB U 0OecrieueHHH BepXOoBeHCTBa npasa. Ot-
MeYaeTcs, 4TO MPaBOBOE MPOCBEIIEHNE CIIOCOOCTBYET POPMUPOBAHUIO AKTUBHBIX U OTBETCTBEHHBIX
rpaxaas. CrenaH BbIBOJ] O 3HAUEHUU PA3BUTHS MPABOBOU KYJIbTYpHI AJIsl yCTOMYMBOTO IEMOKPATH-
YEeCKOT0 Pa3BUTHUS.

KiroueBbie cioBa: npaBoBo€ IPOCBELIEHHE, IPa)XJIaHCKOE OOILIECTBO, IIPaBOBasl KyJbTypa,
IIpaBOCO3HaHUE, MyOJIMYHOE yNpaBieHHe, HaJjexallee yrnpaBieHHe, BEpXOBEHCTBO MpaBa, JeMO-
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KpaTU4YeCKHe MHCTHTYTHI, Y4acTHE Tpa)KJaH, MHCTUTYLUHOHAIbHAs CTaOWJIBHOCTH, IPAaBOBasi rpa-
MOTHOCTb, YCTOM4YMBOE Pa3BUTHE, COLUAIILHBIN KaIlUTaJl.
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